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MINERAL COUNTY SHERIFF SUED FOR REFUSING TO PROVIDE PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

Settlement Reached with Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition 
 

Yesterday the Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition (“CCDC”) settled a lawsuit with the 
Mineral County Sheriff's Office, which required the Sheriff regarding the Sheriff’s failure to 
respond to CCDC’s Colorado's Open Records Act ("CORA") request.  CCDC sent a CORA 
request to the Sheriff on January 24, 2012, requesting any records the Sheriff has regarding 
providing sign language interpreters to inmates or arrestees who are deaf. The Sheriff’s Office 
did not respond until after the lawsuit was filed.  
 
CCDC has made requests of every county Sheriff in Colorado that they provide policies 
about sign language interpreters.  Last week, CCDC resolved a similar CORA case with 
Pueblo County Sheriff.  CCDC’s CORA requests resulted from two lawsuits CCDC’s legal 
program has filed, one against the Jefferson County Sheriff  and one against the Adams 
County Sheriff.  In these cases, deaf inmates of the county detention facilities were arrested, 
thrown in jail and kept for lengthy periods of time with no access to sign language 
interpreters.  For a deaf person this means no access to communication, and no 
understanding of why they are incarcerated. 
      
The CORA allows individuals and organizations to request public records from government 
agencies, including Sheriff’s offices.  As a result of sending CORA’s to all Sheriff’s offices, 
CCDC has determined that few, if any, have any policies about how to provide sign 
language interpreters. 
 
"The ADA requires Sheriff's departments to provide effective communication to deaf 
inmates.  Without policies and procedures, the Sheriff’s offices cannot comply with the 
ADA," said CCDC attorney Andrew Montoya.  "Deaf inmates are being denied basic due 
process because of Sheriff’s Offices' failure to comply with the ADA."   
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The CORA provides an opportunity for any citizen to request and review policies and 
procedures like those sought in this case.  The CORA’s requirements are very specific.  Once 
a request was made, the Sheriff was supposed to respond and make the documents 
available.  They failed to do so.  CCDC then provided notice to the Sheriff that they would 
file suit if they did not produce the documents.  Only after the suit was filed, did Mineral 
County's attorney respond. 
 
“One of the benefits of the CORA is that it allows public interest organizations like CCDC to 
determine if state and local governments are providing services required by the ADA” said 
Montoya  “When Sheriff’s Offices fail to keep these documents and fail to respond, CCDC 
will have no choice but to keep filing similar lawsuits.  The CORA process is simple, 
straightforward and described in detail in the statute.  Moreover, they get two opportunities 
to respond to a request before an application with the court is filed." 
 
The CORA says, "It is declared to be the public policy of this state that all public records shall 
be open for inspection by any person at reasonable times." Colo. Rev. Stat.  § 24-72-201. 
 
The settlement requires the Sheriff to provide a letter confirming that it has no documents or 
policies regarding providing services to individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.  It also 
requires the Sheriff to pay CCDC's attorneys' fees.  Because the parties were able to come to 
a resolution, the Mineral County District Court has dismissed the case. 
 
More information about this case, the CORA request and the settlement agreement can be 
found at CCDC's Legal Program website. 
 
CCDC is a non-profit corporation advocating for the rights of people with disabilities in 
Colorado.  CCDC has been involved in many other lawsuits with public accommodations 
dealing with accessibility.  For more information about CCDC visit its website.  Click here  to 
read requests and the Application.   
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