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DEAF MAN FILES LAWSUIT AGAINST ENGLEWOOD POLICE AND ARAPAHOE COUNTY 

SHERIFF FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE A SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER DURING HIS 
ARREST AND DETENTION 

Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition Files Fourth Lawsuit Against County Sheriffs for 
Discriminating Against Deaf Detainees 

 
Today, William Lawrence and the Colorado Cross-Disability Coalition (“CCDC”) filed a 
lawsuit in the United States District Court of Colorado against the City of Englewood’s Police 
Department and Grayson Robinson, Arapahoe County Sheriff.  The complaint alleges 
violations of the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act. 
 
Mr. Lawrence is deaf and uses American Sign Language to communicate.  In August of 2011 
Mr. Lawrence was arrested on a warrant at his home in Englewood by the Englewood Police.  
Mr. Lawrence’s hearing impairment was obvious; however, the Police handcuffed him 
behind his back and began attempting to communicate with him using written notes.  Mr. 
Lawrence was not able to understand what was being written and therefore had no idea why 
he was being arrested.  Because he had no use of his hands, Mr. Lawrence had absolutely no 
way to attempt to communicate with the officers.   
 
He was taken to the Englewood Police Station where he attempted to use his voice to 
request a sign language interpreter.  The officers could not understand him and ignored his 
requests.  Before placing him a in jail cell, the officers removed Mr. Lawrence’s handcuffs so 
that he was finally able to write to them that he required a sign language interpreter, that he 
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was diabetic and needed something to eat, and that he needed oxygen.  All of those 
requests went ignored. 
 
At no point did an officer offer him a telephone call.  Jails are required to have 
telecommunications devices for deaf detainees. 
 
Mr. Lawrence was then transported to Arapahoe County Jail.  Because there was no sign 
language interpreter, he did not know where he was being taken.  At the jail, he used 
gestures to obtain a piece of paper on which we made yet another request for a sign 
language interpreter.  An officer wrote to him that he could only have an interpreter for 
court proceedings.   
 
Under the ADA, law enforcement agencies are supposed to provide communication aids 
and services needed to communicate effectively with people who are deaf, giving primary 
consideration to the service requested by the deaf person.  In this instance, the 
arrestee/inmate made it very clear that he required a sign language interpreter to understand 
and communicate.   
 
Later he met with a nurse, which is standard procedure for any inmate booked into a jail.  
This process is very important because it allows jail staff to become aware of any medical or 
mental health issues that may need immediate attention in order to protect the inmate and 
those around him or her.  Again, he tried to ask for some food to manage his diabetes and 
for oxygen.  And once again, without an interpreter, those requests were ignored.  With the 
help of his landlord, Mr. Lawrence was able to take some medications with him to the jail.  
He was not administered any of the medications, even though the nurse looked them over.   
 
He sat in a holding cell in jail for hours, not knowing why he was arrested, feeling dizzy from 
not eating, and unable to contact anyone to let them know what was going on.   
 
Finally, the officers gestured for him to come with them.  He was transported to another jail 
without anyone telling him where he was going or why.  He was taken to Jefferson County 
Detention Facility. 
 
CCDC previously settled a lawsuit with Jefferson County Sheriff addressing these very same 
issues.  As a result, Jefferson County implemented new policies and training and have since 
provided sign language interpreters for their deaf inmates. 
 
“I made multiple requests for a sign language interpreter so that I could understand what was 
happening to me,” said Mr. Lawrence.  “They refused to provide one and instead wrote me 
very few notes that I could barely understand.” 
 
Kevin Williams, Legal Program Director of CCDC, is prepared to work with Arapahoe 
County Sheriff and Englewood Police to make sure that the rights of deaf arrestees and 
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inmates are no longer ignored, saying “This is yet another example of the government 
ignoring its obligations under the ADA to provide effective communication with deaf people.  
It is horrific discrimination to force a deaf person into handcuffs and a jail cell without 
communicating with him.  Law enforcement officers must stop pretending deaf arrestees 
understand them.  The consequences are too great.  Mr. Lawrence could have died without 
his medication." 
 
This is the second lawsuit CCDC has filed against Arapahoe County alleging discrimination 
against persons who are deaf or hard of hearing in the last few days.   
 
To read about the other sign language interpreter access cases CCDC has recently had to file, 
go to CCDC’s website: Jefferson County, Adams County, Pueblo County.  CCDC is also a 
plaintiff in a lawsuit against Denver County for failing to provide interpreters.  Other 
attorneys represent CCDC in that case.  
 
CCDC has also requested documents from all Colorado county Sheriff’s Offices regarding 
their policies for providing sign language interpreters.  CCDC has determined that nearly all 
Sheriff’s Offices do not have sufficient policies in place.   
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