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NOTHING ABOUT us, WITHOUT us…EVER! 

No to Oppression Olympics 

CCDC was made aware that yesterday an ADAPT leader Bruce Darling made an inappropriate 
comment saying that Democrats cared more about immigrants than people with disabilities.  
Mr. Darling has apologized in writing for these comments and has acknowledged that this is 
inappropriate, divisive and that “oppression Olympics” serves no one.   We agree. 

CCDC is proud of our long affiliation with ADAPT. Many of us at CCDC are ADAPT members and 
participate in ADAPT actions.   CCDC understands the frustration when politicians that use us 
to get elected ignore us.  This frustration is something communities of color have dealt with 
for decades and continue to deal with throughout the country.   

The situation for immigrants in this country has reached a crisis point.  National “leaders” are 
bullying, threatening, belittling, and intimidating immigrants.  People who even have family 
members who are immigrants are being intimidated into not using services that they need.  
This hostile climate is antithetical to what America is….after all, we are a nation of 
immigrants.  Only those who are Native American/Indigenous People are not from another 
country.  CCDC appreciates the lawmakers that are speaking out against the abhorrent 
conditions at the border, and fighting back against the mistreatment of immigrants around 
the country.    CCDC believes there is bandwidth for our elected officials to deal with more 
than one issue and that ignoring disability issues is due to ableism, nothing more and nothing 
less.  

As a social justice organization, CCDC must speak out –otherwise we are complicit.  More than 
ever, we must be vigilant to not fall into the trap of frustration of blaming and othering. The 
current hostile and divisive political climate can and should be blamed, but it is because of 
this climate that we all must take extra care to be personally responsible and avoid these 
comparisons.   We must stand with our brothers and sisters (with and without disabilities) who 
are new arrivals as a matter of social justice and mutual commitment to a more equitable 
society.  

We will not comment or opine on the intent of Mr. Darling.  It is never acceptable to pit 
oppressed groups against each other. We hope that the larger social justice community will 
not see these comments as reflective of the disability community. Our community is diverse 
and includes many people who have intersectional identities as immigrants, migrants, new 
arrivals and people with disabilities.   We are not immune to the racism and xenophobia that 
permeate our organizations and all American communities, but we are responsible to address 
it inside and outside of our organizations. 


