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EL DIABLO RESPONDS TO COURT ORDER REQUIRING ADA ACCESS 
 

On November 9, 2011 U.S. Senior District Court Judge Richard P. Matsch ruled that the El 
Diablo restaurant, located at 101 Broadway, is out of compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  Three Denver residents who use wheelchairs and the Colorado Cross-
Disability Coalition ("CCDC") filed the lawsuit alleging El Diablo's raised seating areas that 
have steps and no wheelchair access discriminate against customers who use wheelchairs.  
The court agreed, saying,  

 
"The injury to the plaintiffs and those persons represented by the Colorado Cross- 
Disability Coalition is that when they patronize this restaurant, they must suffer the indignity 
of discriminatory treatment by their exclusion from 840 square feet of the dining area solely 
because they use wheelchairs. The elimination of that discriminatory treatment goes to the 
very purpose of the ADA and it can only be remedied by requiring such modification to 
those areas as to make them accessible to wheelchairs." 
 
The court ordered El Diablo to submit a remedial plan explaining how it would bring its 
restaurant into compliance.  Yesterday, El Diablo filed its plan.  El Diablo has said it will be 
impossible to provide ramps to the elevated dining areas, install lifts to or remove the 
elevated seating areas.  Instead of providing access to the raised dining areas, El Diablo 
proposed expanding the restaurant.  Defendants will ensure that the additional restaurant 
space "complies fully with applicable accessibility standards;" however, no changes will be 
made to the existing raised seating areas.  The court ordered plaintiffs to file any objections 
they may have to this plan on June 20, 2012.  For more information about this case, 
including the orders and remedial plan, see CCDC’s website.   
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